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Panda means 
planting a seed 
for financial 
independence. 

The design of this project reflects 
into solving young women's 
problems. They are fourfold, 
Unemployment to young women,   
sextortion,  information asymmetric, 
and deficiency of platform for young 
women entrepreneurs to meet for 
exchanging business experiences.

 
According to the data from ILO in 
2020, the estimated youth 
unemployment rate in Tanzania was 
at 3.6 percent. These numbers show 
that there is a need to help young 
people particularly young women to 
enter into, and remain in, 
entrepreneurship. 
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According to Tanzania Media Women Association 
(TAMWA), up to 89 percent of women in the public 
sector have experienced sextortion while looking for a 
job, a promotion, or while requesting a service. And 
most  of  them  are  young  women.         Among  female 
entrepreneurs, it is common to hear upsetting stories 
about sextortion. 

Noteworthy, Her Initiative draws shreds of evidence and 
facts from previous experience which reveals that 
young women lack a platform to share their business 
concerns. Thus, Her initiative saw the need of creating a 
platform/space for young women entrepreneurs where 
they can be able to access information, skills, and linkag-
es, where they can learn and share experiences with 
other entrepreneurs. We realized there is a need for 
movement building both online and offline, a space 
where they can be able to vent, learn, gain access to 
information, and different opportunities like loans.

Therefore, this   project   aims   at   creating   a  one-stop 
platform    that   ensure   a    safe    for    young    women 
entrepreneurs through an online mechanism. 
The platform is an amplifier of promising digital jobs 
and entrepreneurship opportunities. The   designing   of   
this   project   appeals    to    the    ongoing    information 
technology    revolution   which     fuels    new    business 
creation. Hence, there is a need for this project because 
it provides a suitable solution to reducing financial 
dependency and unemployment among women whilst 
adapting to entrepreneurship in the digital economy.

The 
platform is an 
amplifier of 
promising 
digital jobs 
and 
entrepreneurship 
opportunities. 
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In the new digital era, people have turned to the inter-
net and technology to stay connected, access education 
or crisis information, and maintain a limited level of eco-
nomic activity.Around the world, young women are far 
more likely than adults to find themselves unemployed 
or in low-paying jobs. They encounter different 
challenges including sextortion, abuse, and neglect. But 
of course, where there is a crisis there is an opportunity, 
and we have witnessed a growing number of youth 
entrepreneurs emerge with innovative solutions to clear 
up their challenges.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our partner 
Women Fund Tanzania Trust for believing in digital 
innovative projects like Panda Movement and for 
pioneering supporting young women-led organizations 
like us. It is through this support, we increased the share 
of young women in the digital economy by helping over 
2000 young female entrepreneurs attain knowledge, 
skills, and, resources on how they can start, run and 
grow their businesses in the 21st Century Digital world. 
In addition, amplify young women’s voices to speak up 
against sextortion, where we reached over 2.9 million 
youths with increased understanding of how to respond 
and report on sextortion. I believe that digital and 
technology contribution  is key to financial freedom and 
achieving gender equality.

Sincerely,
Lydia Charles Moyo,
Executive Director, Her Initiative.

A Letter from
Her Initiative.

PANDA DIGITAL 
MOVEMENT SUCCESS 

STORIES
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knew how this word with 12 characters ruined most of 
girls lives, I would dustbin the shame and speak about it 
confidently. It is funny how shame can influence people 
to back out from good causes that can be helpful to 
someone. How can speaking of men who abuse girls 
because of their positions be a shame! I have been 
asking this question for so many times and still, no one 
had a clear 
explanations. 

It is not me that I want people to 
remember. It is my voice. I once 
failed to address sextortion, I don’t 
want that mistake to ever repeat 
again. My voice, the    voice   that   
can   stop  a  cat  from catching a 
mouse. The voice that can stop a 
child from crying, I want to use 
this voice to stop that shameful 
man who is about to deploy my 
sister for his own advantage but 
yet pretends it is just a favor for 
her.

I mean, how I couldn’t know the 
effects of    sextortion    during     
my   university education, If only I 

Sakina Chambulilo
Sextortion Champion

“I want people to remember
 my voice.”

3 years of my silence about sextortion were disgusting 
and not something anyone should confidently write or 
speak. Years wasted to amplify my voice on this sensitive 
agenda, will heavily be repaid till the day of my last 
breath. I will never stop. I won’t stop. I won’t let anyone 
stop me on this cause.

The point of no return. 

My beautiful voice, the voice that can shake the 
unshakeable, and break the unbreakable was once 
again given an opportunity to contend and amplify the 
sexual corruption agenda. A second chance that I live to 
testify. 

I remember, there was this one dull evening   I   was   
with   my   elder   sister outside of our house in Dar Es 
Salaam Tanzania, chatting and watching the sunset, I 
love taking pictures of the sun during its set, it is a 
reminder to me that if a sun can set then even problems 

The evening that changed 
my life.
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we face are temporal. As I was taking this astonishing 
shot  with  my  phone,       My  elder  sister  grabbed   my 
shoulder, I knew she wanted to share something. I 
pulled the plug on of my phone and looked at her 
cautiously. 
 

we face are temporal. As I 
was taking this astonish-
ing shot  with  my  phone,       
My  elder  sister  grabbed   
my shoulder, I knew she 
wanted to share some-
thing. I pulled the plug on 
of my phone and looked 
at her cautiously. 

And that is how the journey started. I saw an 
advertisement that had a purple and yellow color. It was 
a call for sextortion champion volunteers posted by Her 
Initiative Instagram page, a non governmental 
organization. 

   We Sakina, angalia fursa hii.(Hey Sakina, checkout 
this opportunity)” My sister spoke very fast while 
stretching the phone to my end. 

Sakina was a name given to me by my parents. I am a 
journalist by profession and an activist by choice, with a 
passion to empower the community. Despite various 
projects implemented, never have I ever spoke about 
sextortion, and I sometimes blame myself for this. The 
fact  that   I  have   witnessed   so   many   sextortion  but 
preferred the silence button due to society negative 
norms is still puzzling and heart breaking. During my 
university education at the University of Dar Es Salaam I 
saw how my female colleagues were manipulated. Their  
innocence  and dignity were taken away, and not even a 
soul said something about it, including me. 

It is over.

Don’t speak about 
sexual corruption you 
will be suspended. 
Don’t say a thing about 
it for it is a shame. 
Don’t try to be a free-
dom fighter as you will 
regret it for the whole 3 
years of your life.

“

”

Regardless of the matter, 
this was my second 
chance to use my voice, 
and meet other fellows 
like me who are 
committed to end sexual 
corruption.

I was very aware of the 
stiff competition, but yet I 
wanted to end this epi-
demic. I wanted  my  voice  
to  be  used  in preventing 
my sisters from 
unashamed manipulators 
disguised as saviors. 

Why I joined 
the panda 
movement sextortion 
program.

That is what I used to 
heard.

Trust me, this campaign 
did not only increase my 
understanding but it 
helped me increase my 
confidence to speak 
against Sextortion, I did 
not advocate on my 
social media pages alone 
but I started sharing the 
knowledge I received 
during the campaign to 
my friends on Campus.

“

”
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During the campaign, I felt this relief feeling, and an 
excitement that can’t be expressed with only words. I 
saw how my voice healed, and changed people. As I was 
reading people’s comments, my head was about to bust 
with joy, because people were not only ready to speak 
about sextortion but also they were pressing the issue to 
higher authorities for immediate action. The whole 1025 
people on social media and those on campus develop a 
huge understanding about sextortion. Words that came 
out my mouth saved a number of people from abusers. 
Through hosting different dialogues on Instagram  live,   
sharing   Tweets  and Instagram     posts     and    heating    
up conversation   on   how   to   respond  to sextortion, 
people took actions and shared results right in front of 
my eyes. This was and still is something I will always 
share with anyone. People, especially girls at the front 
should always remember.

Breaking the record.

“
”

“Sexual corruption is just another challenge that 
comes along on our journey to success. You have to 
know yourself, take a stand and fight sextortion so 
that you may continue with your journey.
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The whole 1025 
people on 
social media 
and those on 
campus 
develop a huge 
understanding 
about 
sextortion. 



Have you ever wondered if the 
class of 2020 will ever graduate? 
We all know when and how the 
corona virus erupted and spread 
fast to the point of school closing 
and people were strictly advised 
to stay at home. 

Every university student I knew 
had the same question, “will I 
graduate this year?”  And yes, 
we did graduate. I am among 
many who graduated in 2020 at 
the University of Dar Es Salaam 
with a bachelor degree in 
Information technology.

Jacob Kairembo 
Youth Entrepreneur

“Panda Digital Platform 
Abstained Me from Poverty”

My passion and love for Information and technology felt 
like a theory to people around me. Most of them didn’t 
think if I will get any well paid job. Corona virus made 
everything change.       With  the  shift  of  activities  into 
digital spaces, that is how my course was displayed in 
spotlight. I became important. I became someone 
everyone need. Random people called me every time to 
ask about damages experienced in their phones. Since 
phones distinctly smart phones became the number 
one  source   of   information   about   Corona   virus  and 
business development. 

I chose the right path.

I know I’m not the only one who can do few skills for free 
while on the way to secure people’s trust, the moment 
they know you are the right person for their needs that 
is when you can start to name your price.

How it started.

My  idea  of  fixing  people’s  phone  emerged.      Slowly, 
laptops and other electron devices were on demand, so 
I decided  to  fix  everything  about electronic in order to 
help people attain a good online presence with their 
electronic devices.
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From the beginning, people in my neighborhood 
came to me with their not working devices. I will help 
them fix their gadgets for free. The more people 
came, the more I realized, my services are worthy 
needed. After a year of working for free, I arrived with 
a    decision  of  monetizing  my  skills.    So  I  started 
charging them a small amount in return for the 
service. And none of them refused.

“

”
Let me give you a brief on a digital platform named 
Panda Digital that helped me to run away from poverty. 
Panda digital is an e-learning platform that  provides  
entrepreneurship knowledge, skills and resources to 
female entrepreneurs. You might be wondering why did 
this platform help me while I’m not a female! Well, this 
platform does not limit male entrepreneurs from being 
benefited with the digital knowledge provided by 
experts.

How it is going.

After finishing the Business Model Canvas, and Digital 
Marketing course on Panda Digital Platform, I noticed 
how ignorance is the source of poverty. Imagine not 
knowing you can reach more than one thousand people 
with just a well described single post about your 
business. Goodbye to those days when customer 
relationship was only about good language. With this 
course, I learnt to improve my relationship with 
customers through bulk messages and email 
marketing. You can now imagine how my business 
has gained a muscular digital presence.

Posting the same thing to the same people everyday is 
cliché, I once didn’t know about this phrase but it all 
became connected after learning the digital course 
from the Panda Platform. WhatsApp status was the only 
market place, where I would share the services I provide 
and give people tips on how they    can     protect     their    
electronic devices. I realized how this limited the market 
size of my business to only my contacts and 
recommended customers from friends and family after 
crossing paths with Panda Digital. Just like so many 
people out there, I used to think I am not a social media 
person, I rarely used most of my social media apps. What    
I    learnt    from    Panda   digital influenced me to open 
digital accounts on Instagram, Facebook and even 
Tiktok. There was this fire burning inside my head, I 
wanted to get away from ignorance and attain financial 
freedom with the effective use of digital platforms.

Ignorance is the disease.

If you are looking for an inspiration to start a business 
online, then this is it. 

You are time is now.

Engaging my business on online spaces was one of 
the best decisions I have ever made in my life. It 
helped to increase sales for my business by 20%. 
People from different premises would send messag-
es  and bring their devices for fixing because I am 
active in replying to comments, messages or inquires 
and my prices are well 
articulated in each post.” 

“

”14 15



When the pandemic shut down 
offline activities across the world, 
it emphasized the digital divide. 
Young people without access to 
technology, digital and computer 
skills – especially girls – were at a 
huge disadvantage. And I was one 
among the disadvantage group.
 
There was a time when the whole 
social media concept was only 
about posting pictures or videos 
and interact, but those days are 
long gone.

Witness Theobald Rugila
Young female entrepreneur

“From random and rough ideas to 
starting a business”
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Never have I thought people would get millions on 
digital platforms. We truly are living in an advanced 
world. With this new world, you need to survive to fit. It 
requires consistency, passion, and creativity. 

 This is a crisis and if anything is beyond normal in this 
era is having more than one sources of income, this is 
the new trend and only those who are ready can keep 
up with the trend.

I eagerly wanted to have something of my own. 
Something that is created and managed by my own 
hands. But I didn’t know how to make that come true. 
Each and everyday when this idea pops up, I would end 
up saying one day yes, forgetting actions speaks louder 
than words. Neither did I give myself a room to learn, 
this was my mistake. 

Accepting my mistake.

If   I   could    attend    different      online sessions or visit 
learning platforms on online spaces, I would have 
merged together what I wanted to do from days back.          
The   beautiful   thing    about learning is nobody can 
take it away.

Once upon a time, Tanzania shillings 1000/= would pur-
chase a lot of products. Being given this much from 
your parent as pocket money, you had the right to call 
yourself a present millionaire. But that is just a tale we 
live to tell. Today Tanzania shillings 10,000/= cannot pur-
chase the same quantity of goods that we would have 
bought five years ago. The gig economy is rising, there is 
inflation on so many items, a higher   cost   of   living,  
lower living standard and stagnant salaries.

Everything is scary.

I am hired as a Data Bank Officer at Kampala 
International University in Gongo la Mboto, Dar es 
Salaam Tanzania. If you happen to meet me at my work, 
you might think I am not an entrepreneur. I am so good 
at my job, it is not easy to have seconds thought on what 
I do aside from being a Data Bank Officer.

My phone that I used for watching my friends on 
WhatsApp   statuses,  or  following  up  on  what  is 
happening in the world, for the first time, this phone 
triggered my passion to wake up after coming across 
the Panda Digital Instagram Page. I was so perplexed to 
know that they were giving out free courses on 
entrepreneurship, without thinking twice, I decided to 
grab the chance and study the Business Model Canvas 
Course.

When profession meets passion.

There is this one thing I loved doing. Even if you wake 
me up at midnight hours and ask me about what I love, 
with my eyes closed, I would tell you, Jewelry and acces-
sories. 
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Rough and random ideas that were once circling 
around my head, started to make its debut. From just 
thinking to starting writing what I need, and what I 
don’t need.             From    thinking  it   is 
impossible to manage my formal job as Data Bank 
Officer and an entrepreneur to planning how I will 
manage both jobs without affecting each other.

Do or live to regret.

My love to Jewelry and accessories arrived into 
existence. I decided to focus on selling those items. 
The Business Model Canvas course birthed a passion 
in me to start my own business, I decided to convert 
my personal Instagram page to a business page so 
that I would kick start my new business.

“

”
There are so many agendas on empowering girls that 
are going on in the 21st century world. I want to be like 
other girls who are taking up spaces in the Digital econ-
omy. I don’t want to be left behind alone, if the digital 
economy works for men, it can works for me and any 
other woman as well. Starting an online business is just 
one step, I would work so hard and learn to ensure digi-
tal platforms new features doesn’t leave me in darkness.
After writing how I started my business, you obvious 
thought it was easy peasy. Well, it was so hard in the 
beginning. Often, people would come and ask if we do 
deliver then while you eagerly waiting for their orders 
they ghost you. One thing I did and I hope you do it too 
is 

The me you can’t see.

Not giving up. I kept on pushing the business 
natively, Applying the same principles taught in the 
Business Model Canvas course and not long the 
fruits of my hard work were all over around me. I 
literally started getting more and more orders as 
days passed by, and I am still getting stable. If I can 
do it, you can do it even better.

20 21



Being a 
doctor, for 
me, has 
always 
been a 
calling as 
well as a 
privilege. 

For the men and women who 
dedicate themselves to the 
pursuits of wellness, research, 
happiness and compassion for 
others while forgetting their 
troubles, a rare doctor is their 
calling.

Being a doctor is a career nothing 
short of demanding, a job requir-
ing intense schooling, constant 
training and a chaotic schedule, 
not to mention a heavy dose of 
tenacity and patience.

Glory Florentine Kimario
Sextortion Champion

“Doctors like me are rare.” 
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My decision to become a doctor was driven largely by 
values instilled in me by my faith. The idea of being a 
part of a profession focused on helping others 
regardless of circumstance, focused on facilitating 
people leading healthier and therefore happier lives. I 
can’t imagine a more fulfilling job.

Being  a  Doctor  is  a privilege title and still it doesn’t 
limit me from actively engaging in the society, I love to 
use my free time to educate people, and share 
knowledge on the best way to overcome challenges 
such as sexual corruption.

Not all heroes wear caps and costumes, some put on 
their white coat and stethoscope, saves lives and 
educate the society on the best way they can.

Why Am I rare ?

I applied to be a sextortion champion knowing exactly 
how my busy career has a lot on the table, yet, I knew I 
would use my off days to help others who might need 
me.     

The only truth is saving people.

Being a doctor, for me, has always been a calling as well 
as a privilege. Despite my not so well calculated sched-
ule, I am passionate about a better society, and I lived to 
believe it starts with me before pointing fingers to 
somebody else.

Every day, it’s a gift to have the opportunity  to  care    for  
people  in  their  most vulnerable times. Despite the 
stress of being a doctor, long hours away from home 
and family, I could never imagine a life of not treating 
patients but at the same time not giving back to the 
community.

I was so inspired with how this journey of educating 
people about sextortion brought on my table. People 
confessing their inner secrets, share their most painful 
memories, and embark on a journey of discovery. I know 
we are not there yet, but if I was able to increase 
awareness to a total of 503 people on how     they    can    
respond    to    sexual corruption, I am assured we are on 
our way to the destination point.I used my Instagram, 
Facebook, and Twitter pages to conduct dialogues, and 
live online conferences for people to speak up, share, 
and break the silence. 

Are we there yet ?

I knew through partnership a lot of girls would be able 
to get the message, I partnered with Youth Peace 
Makers forum, Voice of youth Tanzania and Glorious    
foundation   to  organize conferences which mitigated 
the sextortion dialogue. After closing the sexual 
corruption dialogue I realized

Out of 5 people, only 1 person can tell a friend about 
the sextortion incident, due to the negative ideology 
invested in sextortion, people think it is a shame to 
speak about it.
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With sextortion out of the picture, we are talking about 
reduced cases on STDs and STIs, Improved mental 
health and proper control of unplanned pregnancies. 
This means that sextortion is directly linked to Sexual 
Reproductive Health and Rights.

The fight against sextortion is not a fight   for   the   
Government   and   Civil Society Organizations alone, 
it is our responsibility in the society to fight tackle 
down this problem. let us use our voices to fight this 
great enemy.

Outside of the box.

Digital spaces 
can never be 
taken for 
granted, I 
make a huge 
income 
because of 
these 
platforms.
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I am a baker, because I bake. But being a baker without 
knowing where will you sell what you baked is pretend-
ing to be an entrepreneur. 

These days, a lot of us young 
people have self employed 
ourselves to manage our daily 
expenses. Some are employed by 
the government but they also 
have a side business to keep up 
with the economy growth. There 
are some like me who are still 
studying and yet we are not 
scared to own a side hustle. 
Working hard to accomplish both 
school and business. 

Najma Thomas Mdoe
Young Female Entrepreneur

“From Nothing to Something with 
Panda Digital Platform”

Being a baker started as an imagination which didn’t 
end only on my head. I converted the imagination into 
reality. Owning a bakery shop felt like being a Chef in a 5 
star hotel. Those moments assured me that I’m capable 
of achieving anything.

Every dream dies, 
but not every really dream dies.

That feeling didn’t stay for long. My bakery that was 
located in Pwani Region was forced to close because I 
was relocated to Dar Es Salaam for my studies, pursuing 
Diploma in Business Administration from Tanzania 
Institute of Accountancy. Even though it was a start of 
my other dream, shutting down my   bakery   was    really    
painful    and devastating. Yet, I didn’t let that dream 
dies in Pwani, I restarted in Dar Es Salaam.

Start small is my motto, I don’t need a fancy house to 
convince people about my skills. This is why I started to 
do again my bakery business on digital platforms. I used 
WhatsApp status and Instagram to market my yummy 
products. 

There was no trying, I was very much committed to do 
what I’m best at.

Do or do not, there is no try. 
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There are so many agendas on empowering girls that 
are going on in the 21st century world. I want to be like 
other girls who are taking up spaces in the Digital econ-
omy. I don’t want to be left behind alone, if the digital 
economy works for men, it can works for me and any 
other woman as well. Starting an online business is just 
one step, I would work so hard and learn to ensure digi-
tal platforms new features doesn’t leave me in darkness.
After writing how I started my business, you obvious 
thought it was easy peasy. Well, it was so hard in the 
beginning. Often, people would come and ask if we do 
deliver then while you eagerly waiting for their orders 
they ghost you. One thing I did and I hope you do it too 
is 

There was this one time while exploring different 
content on my Instagram page, I came across the 
Panda Digital advertisement, it looked interesting and 
something that would be really helpful to boost my 
business. So I decided to click the link and see what they 
were offering. 

I saw two course that were not boring, so informative, 
and the language used was Swahili. I decided to register 
and study both courses on Business Model Canvas, and 
Digital Marketing. 

From Tanzania to the World.

I have improved my business digital presence by even 
opening more accounts. Aside from WhatsApp status 
and Instagram, now you can find me on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Tiktok, I am very active in utilizing these 
platforms for my business growth.

Recently, I started using digital tools such as Canva to 
create artworks that can improve my aesthetic. I have 
established adverse relationships with my customers to 
ensure they once they leave, they can return to me 
again.

Digital spaces can never be taken for granted, I make 
a huge income because of these platforms.

Don’t take digital spaces 
for granted.

After finishing up the course, I realized I wasn’t doing 
anything constructive for my business in digital 
spaces, I made a huge revamp and rearrange 
everything. After sometime, my work hard started to 
pay. I didn’t only receive orders from local customers 
but also from customer who are living abroad. They 
will place orders, pay for the cake and ask me to 
deliver it to a person in a local area around Dar Es 
Salaam. 
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